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Situation Analysis Memo
Data Case Study
Key Issues in Data Collection on Racial and Ethnic Origin
During the national consultations held within the framework of the EDI project, it was reported that the dominant experience among racial minorities was being singled out for abusive ethnic data collection that generally takes the form of profiling by law enforcement agencies on account of perceived high rates of criminality (Aspinall, 2001).
Regarding this, I would recommend that Riclandia take the same practice similar to that of Bulgaria wherein 2015 the Bulgarian Regional Inspectorates on education under the Ministry of Regional Development collected information regarding the ethnic origin of the students in every school. This information was only available for the respective 
Methods of collecting data on racial and ethnic origin
The choice of method of collecting data is always influenced by the data collection strategy, the type of variable, the accuracy required, the collection point and the skill of the enumerator. The following are some of the methods that Riclandia can use on its racial and ethnic origin data collection.
Qualitative studies, on-line surveys, interviews on the telephone and in-person, surveys on experiences of discrimination and anonymous testing were the most frequently cited methods researching discrimination based on race and ethnic origin (Aspinall, 2001). The country should ensure that the surveys are commissioned or conducted by equality bodies: 
I recommend Riclandia to adopt the strategy laid out by Malta wherein 2012, the equality body conducted the survey Immigrant and Ethnic Minority groups and housing in Malta to uncover racial discrimination.128 the study mapped the experiences of migrants and ethnic minorities in accessing housing, as well as the perceptions and experiences of property-owners, property developers and real estate agents”. It conducted 30 situation testing.
Another method of data collection is that of Linking across databases. This is highly useful but rare for ethnic and racial data collection. I also recommend that Riclandia also adopt this method like In Estonia, where data sets are also linked to produce new data (Aspinall, 2001).  
Challenges encountered in collecting data on Racial and Ethnic Origin
 Confidentiality and Anonymity 
 	The confidentiality and early anonymization of ethnic data are ensured when data collection is carried out according to the legal and professional standards. In the small Member States, sample sizes may cause challenges to protecting anonymity. Concerns about data collection can be avoided if due regard is paid to legal and professional standards.
 
 Representativeness 
Typically, representativeness poses a challenge in general surveys, but the national reports have not flagged particular concerns in this regard. Richland mentioned the concerns related to the small size of minority populations (Jacobs, et al., 2009). The number of national minority members and respondents in statistical samples is often too small for producing country-wide data
 Comparability 
Comparability is not discussed in the majority of national reports; no doubt because ethnic and racial data collection is not yet at a stage of development to seriously consider this concern. The concerns expressed concerning the diverse proxies reverberate about the comparability of data.  
 Categorization 
In general, the racial origin is not defined in national laws or case law. Lawson ethnic/national minorities list the recognized minority groups, which often include minority populations that share a language, religion and cultural traditions (Jacobs, et al., 2009).
Germany: before launching the online survey on the experience of discrimination, the ADS conducted intensive consultation with NGO's from the different fields of discrimination. The data subjects were not only involved in generating data, but also in conceptualizing the questionnaire. 
 
Methods of building confidence in data collection
As racial or ethnic minority communities are seldom involved in designing, implementing and establishing policies through racial and ethnic data collection, the rules of engagement are not laid down at the national level. Richland should, therefore, adopt several methods of building confidence in data collection. I recommend Riclandia to take the steps taken by Finland in hungry (Jacobs, et al., 2009).
For instance in Finland, discrimination monitoring is discussed and supervised by the Steering Group on Discrimination Monitoring, where the Saami Parliament, the Roma Council, the Islamic Council of Finland and the Council for Ethnic Relations are represented 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also in Hungary, in the 2011 census, the National Alliance of National Minority Self-governments was consulted by the Hungarian statistical office (Simon, 2012). In the settlements with Roma population, the Roma minority self-governments appointed Roma people to help enumerators if no Roma enumerator was contracted.  
Conclusion
In conclusion, to ensure that the data collected captures all the racial and ethnic minorities that experience discrimination in Europe, a lot of work needs to be done both at the domestic and regional levels (Simon, 2012). Consent forms need to be adopted. Methodological harmonization is necessary. Guidance on collecting data while respecting the privacy needs to be issued. But first and foremost, the target groups need to be engaged in naming the racial and ethnic categories.
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